
Research:
 Advanced Education Programs

https://dental.rcm.upr.edu

Dr. Augusto R. Elías Boneta
Assistant Dean of Research

April 15, 2024



MSD/Certificate in Dental Sciences: 
Program Overview

• ProQuest
• Certification 025 (2022-2023)
• Steps to register in ProQuest platform
• Steps for Thesis submission in ProQuest platform

• Sequence of the required courses for MSD / Certificate (per year)
• MSD – PDOC 9006, 9101, 9102/9103, 9000
• Certificate – PDOC 9006, 9101, 9103, 9104

• Review of Courses and possible difficulties



Requirements for 
Certificate/Master in

Dental Sciences (MSD)



• The candidate will send their final thesis to be published through ProQuest in accordance 
with Certification 025 (2022-2023).

• The candidate submits their thesis to ProQuest and provides evidence to the Research 
Office.

• After having met the above requirements, the Thesis Committee will recommend the 
candidate for the degree of Master of Dental Sciences (MSD) to the Assistant Dean of 
Graduate Programs, who in turn will send him to the Registrar for the granting of the 
degree.



Requirements: Certificate in Dental Sciences

• The resident must coordinate with mentors and Mr. Ricardo Ledesma from the Research 
Office on their research project's oral presentation date.

• Following the oral presentation, the resident will be asked to incorporate the 
recommendations into their final manuscript.

• The resident must submit the final manuscript to the mentors and the OADR for review. 
Once approved, the program will be notified that the candidate has met the research 
requirements for the certificate in their specialty.

• The resident must submit a copy of the final manuscript to the Program Director. 

















Integration of Research in the 
UPR-SDM Curriculum (DMD and MSD)

The integration of research into the curriculum of the Doctor of Dental 
Medicine (DMD) and Master of Dental Science (MSD) programs underscores 
the importance of evidence-based practice and academic research in dental 
education. 

 By incorporating research components into coursework and clinical training, 
students will develop critical thinking skills and gain hands-on experience 
conducting research relevant to their field.



• PDOC 9006 – Research 
Methods and Applied 
Statistics for Dental 
Residents 

• PDOC 9101 – Introduction 
to Research Planning

1st Year

• PDOC 9102 – Research Planning 
and Statistical Design I               
(MSD Track)

• PDOC 9103 – Research Project and 
Statistical Design II                    
(Certificate Track)

• PDOC 9104 – Research Project III
   (Certificate Track)
• PDOC 9000 - Thesis

2nd Year
• PDOC 9000 - Thesis

3rd Year

Research Courses: MSD/Certificate Track



Research Courses: Master’s in Science of Dentistry (MSD)
Codification Title         Course Coordinator Offered / credits

PDOC 9006 Research Methods and 
Applied Statistics for Dental 
Residents

● Dr. Rivas Tumanyan 
● Dr. Elías-Boneta
● Dr. Buxó Martinez
● Dr. Kai Guo

● First Year - First / Second trimester (2.5 
credits)

PDOC 9101 Introduction to Research 
Planning : 
Systematic Review

● Dr. López-Del Valle
● Dr. Elías-Boneta

● Dr. Rivas Tumanyan
● Prof. Pedro Del Valle

● First Year - Third Trimester 
       (2 credits)

PDOC 9102 Research Planning and 
Statistical Design I (MSD 
Track)

● Dr. Elías-Boneta
● Dr. López-Del Valle

● Dr. Rivas Tumanyan ● Second Year - First Semester
       (3 credits)

PDOC 9103 Research Project and 
Statistical Design II 
(Certificate Track)

● Dr. López-Del Valle ● Second Year - First Semester

PDOC 9104 Research Project III ● Dr. López-Del Valle ● Dr. Rosana Hanke ● Second Year - Second Semester

PDOC 9000 Thesis ● Dr. Elías-Boneta
● Dr. López-del Valle

● Dr. Rivas Tumanyan ● Second Year - Second Semester
● Third Year  (8 credits)



Research Committee 
Approval Form



Research Proposal
 Evaluation Form



Thesis 
Evaluation 

Form



Research Coordinators and Mentors by Program

Program/Director Research Coordinators Primary Mentors

Orthodontics:
• Dr. Morales

• Dr. Ilse Salcedo
• Dr. Antonio Rivera Luna

● Dr. Polo
● Dr. De Jesús 
● Dr. Buxó-Martínez 
● Dr. Lydia López del Valle
● Dr. Augusto Elías-Boneta

Pediatric Dentistry:
• Dr. Agrait 

• Dr. Lydia López  ● Dr. Hanke
● Dr. Molina

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery:
• Dr. Guerrero

• Dr. Lidia Guerrero ● Dr. Bermudez
● Dr. Ramos

Prosthodontics:
• Dr. Blanco

• Dr. Arturo Blanco ● Dr. Chardón
● Dr. Blanco
● Dr. Carlos Alvarado 

Periodontics:
• Dr. Marcelino Negrón • Dr. Rafael Hernández • Dr. Rafael Hernández



• Primary Mentor
• Content Expert
• Statistician & 

Epidemiologist

• Editor (Spanish/English)
• Manuscript Preparation
• Librarian

• Orthodontics
• Oral & Maxillofacial 

Surgery
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Prosthodontics
• Periodontics

• Dr. Elías Boneta
• Ricardo Ledesma

OADR Research 
Coordinators

Research 
CommitteeSupport Staff

Research Project Track



UPRSDM Research Faculty
Research Faculty Title(s) Area of Expertise

Dr. Carmen Buxó Martinez DrPH MPH MSc Dental and Craniofacial Genomics / Environmental Risk Factors

Dr. Evangelia Morou Bermudez DDS MS PhD Oral Microbiology & Caries Control Core and PI – The Alliance

Prof. Gloria Nazario Pietri DrPH  MS   Research and Equity Analysis

Dr. Milagros Toro Arrivillaga DDS MSD PhD Cariology, Clinical Trials and Standardization & Calibration Program

Dr. Sona Rivas Tumanyan DMD MPH DrPH Biostatistics and Epidemiology

Dr. Kai Guo MD  PhD   Statistician

Dr. Carlos Alvarado PhD MSME   Biomedical Engineering 

Dr. Salvatore Sauro PhD     Dental Biomaterials and Minimally Invasive Dentistry

Dr. Mairim Soto Ortiz MPH DrPH   Environmental and genetic risk factors for cleft lip and palate, Systematic Reviews

Dr. Josué Pérez-Santiago PhD     HIV, Cancer Biology

Dr. Jocelyn Medina Paneto PhD Psychology

Dr. María de los Ángeles Ortiz PhD Strategic Planning & Outcome Assessment

Dr. Estela Estapé PhD Post-doctoral Academic Programs



Research Faculty Title(s) Area of Expertise
Dr. Gianna Piovanetti EdD Leadership & Education
Dr. Augusto R. Elias Boneta DMD MSD DHC Clinical Research, Oral Health Disparities, Dental Materials & Preventive 

Dentistry
Dr. Maribel Campos Rivera MD MSc MBA Neonatal & Community Outreach
Dr. Lydia Lopez del Valle DMD MPH  MSDc Mentoring, Early Childhood Caries & Clinical Trials
Dr. Betzi Arvelo Serres DMD MS   Operative Dentistry and Cariology
Dr. Damaris Molina Negron DMD     ADEA Scholar Program
Dr. Elba Diaz Toro DMD MSD MPH Oral Cancer Control Program
Dr. Nelson Roura DMD MS   Prosthodontics and Occlusion
Dr. Rosana Hanke DMD MSD   Pediatric Dentistry
Dr. Cheryl Paulo DMD     Nutrition & Vitamin deficiencies
Dr. Ramón González DDS MPH   HIV, HRSA
Dr. Yolanda Heredia DMD     HRSA grants
Dr. Zareth Jana Hernández DMD MSD   Prosthodontics, Temporomandibular disorders, Airway, Digital dentistry

Dr. Mario Polo López DMD MS   Orthodontics
Dr. Natalio Debs MD     Craniofacial Disorders

UPRSDM Research Faculty



Discussion

• ProQuest and Publication

• Protected Time

• Integration of research into the curriculum



Contact:
Dr. Augusto R. Elías Boneta                         Dr. Lydia López del Valle
augusto.elias@upr.edu                                lydia.lopez1@upr.edu

Telephone: (787) 765-3379

Contact Information

https://dental.rcm.upr.edu/

mailto:augusto.elias@upr.edu
mailto:lydia.lopez1@upr.edu
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